[E] Since Samuel taught, “One may wash in that water his face, 
hands, and feet,” it follows that Rab is the one who said, “One 
may wash in it his entire body, limb by limb.” 


[I:3 A] A philosopher asked Bar Qappara, Ablat asked Levi the eunuch, “Is it 
permitted to drink water, but forbidden to wash?” 


[B] He said to him, “If you should see a eunuch embracing your wife, will 
it not be upsetting to you?” 


[C] He said to him, “Yes.” 


[D] He said to him, “Yet does it actually do you any harm [since he cannot 
produce semen]?” 


[E] He said to him, “It is so that she should not become wanton.” 


[F] He said to him, “Here it is also so that they not become wanton [by 
making a fire needlessly].” 


[G] When he had gone away, his disciples said to him, “Rabbi, this one 
you drove off with a reed [i.e., without a serious answer]. What are you 
going to say to us [who deserve a serious response]?” 


[H] He said to them, “And has it not been said, ‘But what every one must 
eat, that only may be prepared by you’ (Ex. 12:16)?” 


2:6 
[A] In three rulings does Rabban Gamaliel impose the more stringent 


ruling, in accord with the opinion of the House of Shammai: 

[B] They do not cover up hot water on the festival day for use on the 
Sabbath. 

[C] And they do not put together a candlestick on the festival day. 

[D] And [on a festival] they do not bake bread into large loaves but only 
into small ones. 

[E] Said Rabban Gamaliel, “Never in my father’s house did they bake 
bread into large loaves, but only into small ones.” 


[F] They said to him, ‘“‘What shall we make of your father’s house? For 
they imposed on themselves a strict rule, while imposing a lenient 
rule for all Israelites, 

[G] “so that [Israelites] may bake large loaves and thick cakes.” 


[I:1 A] [With reference to M. 2:6B,] Abba bar R. Huna said, “That which you 
have stated [about not covering up hot water on the festival for use on 


